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Personal 
Name: TOMASZ WAZNY 
Birthdate: 23.02.1957, 
Place of birth: Warszawa, Poland 
Address: 36 Freese Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850, USA and  
97-200 Tomaszow Mazowiecki – Wawal, ul. Boczna 12 
 
Education 
1963 – 1975 Primary and secondary school 
1975 – 1980 Study of Wood Technology at the Agriculture University of   
  Warsaw/Poland  
1980 – 1981 Practical work in wood industry and at the University of 

Hamburg/Germany, Institute of Wood Biology. 
1981 MSc Eng. in Wood Technology from the Agriculture University of 

Warsaw/Poland.  Master thesis title: “Axial shrinkage of 
archaeological wood as indicator of its condition” 

1990       PhD in Wood Biology at the University of Hamburg/Germany. 
Dissertation title: “Aufbau und Anwendung der Dendrochronologie für 
Eichenholz in Polen”  (Development and Application of 
Dendrochronology for Oak in Poland). 

 
Professional Experience 
1982 – 1989 Scientific co-worker at the Warsaw Academy of Fine Arts, Faculty of 

Conservation and Restoration 



1989 – 1990   Doctorate student at the Institute of Wood Biology, University of 
Hamburg, under the supervision of Prof. Dr. Dieter ECKSTEIN within a 
project financed by the German Science Foundation (DFG) 

1990 – 1999 Assistant professor at the Academy of Fine Arts 
1999   Habilitation at the Faculty of Wood Technology, Agriculture University of 

Poznan/Poland 
2000 – 2005   Associate professor at the Warsaw Academy of Fine Arts 
2002 – 2006 Associate professor at the Nicolaus Copernicus University of Torun 
2006 –  Full professor, Nicolaus Copernicus University of Torun 
2007 –  Visiting scientist, Cornell University, Ithaca/USA 
 
Memberships 
1994 –  Tree-Ring Society 
1994 – 2000 Advisory council of the “Tree Ring Bulletin” (USA) 
1997 –  International Association of Wood Anatomists 
2000 – 2005 Advisory board of “Dendrochronologia” (Italy) 
2002 –  Gesellschaft für Jahrring-Forschung e.V. 
2005 –  Polish Society of Environmental Archaeology 
2006 –  Polish Society of Oriental Art 
 
Awards 
1992    Award of the Polish Academy of Sciences 
2000 – 2001  Postdoctoral Scholarship of the Korean Science and Engineering 

Foundation KOSEF 
2001 – 2004 Expert of the Polish Minister of Culture in protection of cultural heritage 
2006    Fulbright Scholarship at Cornell University 
 
 
Major work in other countries: 
• Germany University of Hamburg, German Science Foundation project, 1989-90 
• Denmark National Museum in Copenhagen, 1993 and 1998 
• Nepal German Science Foundation project, 1995 and 1997  
• Korea Chungbuk National University in Cheongju, postdoc funded by the 

Korean Science and Engineering Foundation, 2000-2001 
• Portugal The National Centre for Nautical and Underwater Archaeology of the 

Portuguese Institute of Archaeology in Lisbon 2003, 2004 
• India Library of Tibetan Works and Archives, 2005 
• USA Cornell University, Fulbright Scholarship, 2006 
• Thailand Mahidol University, Polish-Thai bilateral program on scientific and 

technological cooperation, 2005, 2007 
 

 
Courses taught at the Nicolaus Copernicus University in Torun: 
I.  Archaeology  

• Dating methods of wooden objects 
II.  Geography 



• Dendrochronology – dating of the past 
III.  Conservation and Restoration of Works of Art 

• Wood science: wood structure, identification of the most important species, 
wood properties and preservation, dating methods. 

IV.  Protection of Cultural Heritage 
• Wood in the cultural heritage 

V.  Art History 
• Wood in the art and architecture of Asia 

 
 
Research interests and activities 
1. Development of long-term tree-ring chronologies  
2. Dating of archaeological, architectural, and art-historical objects 
3. Dendroclimatology 
     –  climate reconstruction from historical chronologies; 
     –  long-term changes in climate; 
     –  reconstruction of trans-regional climatic disturbances 
4.  Dendroecology 

–  reconstruction of the forest structure and past vegetation; 
5.  Dendrochronology in Asia 

  –   history of settlements in High Asia; 
  –   human activity as an indicator of climate change; 
  –   possibilities of dendrochronological reconstruction of palaeo-monsoon 
variability.  

6. Timber trade in Europe 
7. Dendroprovenancing – estimation of wood origins 
8. Dendrochronological examination of shipwrecks and boats 
9. Development of dendrochronology and dendroprovenancing methods for the 

Mediterranean and SE Europe 
10. Problems of protection and conservation of wooden cultural heritage 
 
 
International projects: 
1995–1996 Early-medieval strongholds in Masovia and Eastern Poland (German-

Polish Project Johann-Wolfgang-Goethe Universität Frankfurt am Main 
and Instytut Archeologii i Etnologii w Warszawie). 

1995–1997 Development of settlements and states in the Tibetan Himalaya (Project of 
the German Science Foundation) 

1994–1996    EC Research Project EV5V-CT94-0500:  Tree-ring evidence of climate  
  change in Northern Eurasia during the last 2000 years. 
1996–1999 EC Research Project ENV4-CT95-0127: Analysis of dendrochronological 

variability and associated natural climates in Eurasia - the last 10,000 years 
(ADVANCE-10K). 

1999  Organization of the EURODENDRO’99 (Conference of the European 
Dendrochronology) in Malbork, Poland, September 22nd-26th  



1999–2004 Reconstruction of the natural variability of precipitation in the Netherlands 
and North Germany for the last 8000 years using ultra-long tree-ring 
chronologies of oak. (The Netherlands Centre for Dendrochronology: 
RING Foundation; funded by NOW/ALW, project code: 750-7—004,  
Holand.) 

2000–2003 Dating of Korean historical buildings using dendrochronology, 
radiocarbon and architectural history (grant No. 2000-2-31700-001-3  
Korea Science & Engineering Foundation). 

2001–2003 Timber trade between the Baltic zone and France from the middle ages to 
17th c. and its implications for the study of works of art and furniture 
(Polish-French integrated operations POLONIUM 2000, 2002, project No 
2602/R00/02.) 

2002-2006 SINCOS – Sinking Coasts - Geosphere, Ecosphere and Anthroposphere of 
 the Holocene Southern Baltic Sea. The German Science Foundation 
 Project: 1.5: Assembly of a dendrochronological data bank along the 
 southern coast of the Baltic Sea and its application as a dating tool and 
 climatic archive. 

2005-2007 Development of climatic sensitive tree-ring chronologies for teak (Tectona 
grandis) in Thailand by combining living trees and historic timbers. 
(Polish-Thai bilateral program on scientific and technological 
cooperation.) 

2006  Development of dendroprovenancing methods for the Eastern   
  Mediterranean. Fulbright project at Cornell University 

2006-2008 Early Medieval cult sites by the inland water reservoirs in the Middle  
  Pomerania (grant of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education  
  No. 1 H01H 027 29) 
 
2006-2009 Managing Cultural Heritage Underwater (MACHU), Culture 2000 

Program   
 
2007-  Aegean Dendrochronology Project (ADP) - Cornell University, Ithaca,  
  USA 

2008-2010 Digital Collaboratory for Cultural-Historical Dendrochronology in the 
Low Countries,  
NWO Project number INVMG-07-03 

2009-2011 Filling in the blanks in European dendrochronology: building a   
  multidisciplinary research network to assess Iberian wooden cultural  
  heritage worldwide. NWO Project. 
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